DITSONG: Museums of South Africa is a custodian of
some of the largest and most signiﬁcant southern African
heritage assets in the ﬁelds of fauna, palaeontology, archaeology,
anthropology, cultural history and military history

info@ditsong.org.za

Ditsong Museums of South Africa

@Ditsong MuseumsSA

@DitsongMuseumSA
SCAN HERE
to visit our website

WE ARE
DITSONG

ABOUT US
OUR VISION

Sustainable museums, accessible and relevant to all.

OUR MISSION

To acquire and preserve, research, exhibit and display
heritage assets, and educate the public on cultural, military and
natural heritage in a sustainable and transformational manner.

OUR VALUES

To subscribe to values of Teamwork, Accountability, Ethical Behaviour,
Excellence, Professionalism and Valuing Our People.

TABLE
OF CONTENTS

1.DITSONG: Kruger Museum
2.DITSONG: National Museum of Natural History
3.DITSONG: Pioneer Museum
4.DITSONG: Sammy Marks Museum
5.DITSONG: Tswaing Meteorite Crater
6.DITSONG: Willem Prinsloo Agricultural Museum
7.DITSONG: National Museum of Cultural History
8.DITSONG: National Museum of Military History
9.Weddings
10.Birthdays
11.Hiking
12.Birdwatching
13.Picnics
14.DITSONG Events

DITSONG: Kruger Museum

The Museum consists of the original house in which S.J.P. Kruger,
President of the old Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (ZAR), and his family lived
during the last years of the 19th century, as well as two display halls and
President Kruger's State railway coach.

The Kruger house, built in 1884, was the original home of
Paul Kruger, President of the former Transvaal Boer Republic.
The house has been refurbished to reﬂect the time when the
President and his wife, Gezina Kruger, lived there.
International admiration for Paul Kruger and the struggle for
freedom from British imperialism, his journey to Europe
and his exile, are illustrated in the exhibitions. Adjacent to the
Kruger Museum is the former Bantu Commissioner's Ofﬁce
Building, erected in 1932 on the same site as the old Native
Pass Ofﬁce.

The people of Tshwane and environs remember the building as
GaMohle. Its history of enforcing the Pass Laws dates back
to 1896 when Paul Kruger's government used the site for its
police headquarters.
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DITSONG: National Museum
Of Natural History

The DITSONG: National Museum of Natural History formerly known as the Transvaal Museum was
founded as the Staatsmuseum of the ZAR on 1 December 1892.

It is a custodian of South Africa's natural heritage. The Museum's collections and
exhibits include hominid fossils from the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage
Site and associated fauna, including Mrs Ples [the nickname attributed to a
fossil skull believed to represent a distant relative of all humankind]; fossils,
skeletons, skins and mounted specimens of amphibians, ﬁsh,
invertebrates, reptiles and mammals.

The Museum has the largest collection of southern African
beetles in the world. It boasts the largest representation of South
Africa's birds and herpetology in the world and the largest
collection of moths and butterﬂies in Africa.
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DITSONG: Pioneer Museum

While enjoying a cup of coffee and homemade bread, visitors can experience a way of life lived in the
Pioneer Museum dwelling built in 1848.

The house was built of clay and local materials, with a thatched roof and earthen ﬂoors,
and is furnished in the traditional 19th century rural style. It is surrounded by a
traditional herb and vegetable garden, orchard, furnished wagon house and vineyard.
Well-trained guides in period clothing present curriculum-based educational
programmes. Visitors can make use of the picnic and braai facilities. The hall
and lapa can be rented for events. It is ideal for country weddings and
kiddies birthday parties. A New Year's Festival is held at the Museum
every year in January.
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DITSONG: Sammy Marks
Museum

Zwartkoppies Hall is the Victorian mansion where businessman and entrepreneur
Sammy Marks and his family lived from 1885 to 1909. Sammy Marks built his legacy
over a period of 40 years. The legacy has lived beyond 100 years. It is this spirit of
entrepreneurship that we display in the Museum. Sammy Marks arrived in South
Africa with a case of silver knives as his only valuable possession, and became
one of the ﬁrst entrepreneurs, playing a signiﬁcant role in mining, industrial
and agricultural development in the country.

Ninety eight percent of the household contents in Sammy Marks
Museum originally belonged to the Marks family. Sammy Marks
got an Italian artist to paint the walls of his mansion 'to look
like satin'. The paintings in the billiard room were done on
silk and pasted onto the ceiling.
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DITSONG: Tswaing Meteorite
Crater

Some 220 000 years ago a blazing stony meteorite the size of half a football ﬁeld
slammed into the earth's crust. The impact formed a huge crater, 1.4 km in diameter
and 200 m deep. This crater is one of the best-preserved meteorite impact
craters in the world.
The name Tswaing means place of salt in Setswana, and refers to a
saline lake that covers the crater ﬂoor. From 1912 to 1950 an
industry producing soda ash and salt was based at the crater.
There are beliefs and practices related to cryptozoology at
Tswaing Meteorite Crater. The local community believes the
crater has spiritual healing powers. As a result, some
locals bring the sick to the crater for healing.
The Museum offers a 7.6 km hiking trail with scenic views
of game, birds and vegetation. Tswaing is a birdwatcher’s
paradise with over 240 species of birds to see. Visitors may
enjoy a picnic afterwards and use the newly revamped
braai facilities.
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DITSONG: Willem Prinsloo
Agricultural Museum
The DITSONG: Willem Prinsloo Agricultural Museum preserves and presents South
African agricultural history in a unique manner. The Museum showcases
the history of the development of agriculture in South Africa from the
Stone Age until 1945. It has a large collection of farming implements,
tractors and animal-drawn vehicles.
Visitors will ﬁnd a historic farmyard (1880-1920) with
indigenous domesticated farm animals like Nguni and
Afrikaner cattle, Colebrook pigs, Painted Persian
sheep and indigenous chickens. By prior booking,
visitors can see and experience various
demonstrations, including candle-making,
cow-milking, roasting of coffee beans and baking of
bread.
Homemade jams, cookies, soap and Ndebele
beadwork can be purchased at the Museum farm stall.
There are two house museums and two Ndebele
homesteads from different eras. The Museum distils and
sells its own mampoer and liqueurs. An annual
Mampoer Festival takes place at the end of May
each year.
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DITSONG: National Museum
Of Cultural History

The DITSONG: National Museum of Cultural History explores South Africa's cultural
diversity in various permanent and temporary exhibitions.
These include rock paintings and engravings of the San hunter gatherers;
thousand year old Iron Age ﬁgurines from Schroda in the Limpopo Province
(described as the best known artefacts indicating ritual behaviour in the
Early Iron Age); The Objects with Stories Exhibition, which presents
objects and themes relating to the Museum's collection; and an
exhibition on Marabastad, a true example of a cosmopolitan
and fully integrated rainbow nation before apartheid.
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DITSONG: National Museum
Of Military History

The DITSONG: National Museum of Military History is a memorial for all
South Africans who have died in, or as a result of military actions and
preserves military heritage for future generations.
The Museum has diverse collections covering the First World
War (1914-1918), Eastern Cape Cattle Wars in the 17th
Century to the current role of South African troops in
the United Nations peacekeeping forces.
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More than a
museum - Weddings
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More than a
museum - Birthday Parties
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More than a
museum - Hiking
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More than a
museum - Bird Watching
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More than a
museum - Picnics
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Ditsong Events
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MUSEUM CONTACT DETAILS
Natural History Museum
27 12 492 5708
info@ditsong.org.za
Military History Museum
27 87 086 7036
info@ditsong.org.za
Kruger Museum
27 76 627 2081
kruger@ditsong.org.za
Sammy Marks Museum
27 78 405 0131
marks@ditsong.org.za
Willem Prinsloo Agricultural Museum
27 12 736 2036
wpguide@ditsong.org.za
Cultural History Museum
27 12 492 5788
nthwala@ditsong.org.za
Head Ofﬁce
27 12 492 5744
info@ditsong.org.za
Pioneer Museum
27 12 812 8006
pioneerm@ditsong.org.za
Tswaing Meteorite Crater
27 73 661 5014
tswaing@ditsong.org.za
SCAN THE QR CODE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE

